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THE PARK 


Sangchris Lake State Park, so named because it 
lies in both Sangamon and Christian counties, is 
about 15 miles southwest of Springfield near 
Kincaid. The park came into being in 1969 when 
Commonwealth Edison deeded to the state of 
Illinois 1,414 acres in 3 tracts for recreational 
purposes, along with easement'‘rights for boating 
and fishing on the 2,700-acre lake. 


HISTORY 


In 1964, Commonwealth Edison began construc- 
tion of an electric generating plant on the north 
side of Route 104 near Sicily. Later in that year, 
Clear Creek, a three fingered stream flowing into 
the south fork of the Sangamon River, was 
blocked by an earthen dam about 50 feet high 
and about two blocks long. Within a year a lake 
appeared, providing cooling water for the plant. 


At full capacity, the water drawn into the plant 
is about 15 degrees warmer when it is dis- 
charged. The water is then cooled by natural 
evaporation. About 3 days after making a 5-mile 
loop around the lake, the discharged water re- 
turns and the cycle is repeated. 


NATURAL SCENE 


Almost all trees native to this area were here or 
have been planted, including hazelwood, butter- 
nut, persimmon, white, red and pin oak, red 
maple, ash and alder. A reforestation project has 
been underway for several years for beautifica- 
tion and wildlife cover, particularly in areas that 
were formerly farm fields. Scout and _ school 
groups, Sportsmen’s Clubs, Arbor Day observ- 
ances and other special tree gifts have added 
new varieties and have been helpful in planting 
thousands of trees. 


A waterfowl food plot on the 2 mile semi-isolated 
triangular peninsula between the lake’s middle 
and western branches has established a regular 
rest stop and winter haven for migrating geese 
and ducks. Because the lake never completely 
freezes over, it is possible to see as many as 
5,000 Canadian geese and 10,000 to 15,000 wild 
ducks. Park visitors may see the migrating water- 
fowl, an occasional eagle or a mute swan in the 
wintertime. 


FACILITIES 


Picnicking: Eight picnic areas are _ scattered 
around the lake as well as 2 large shelters and 
9 small ones. Cooking may be done only on park 
charcoal grills or camp stoves. There are several 
graveled parking lots in the area. Water is avail- 
able at the campground entrance at the service 
building, which also houses the ranger’s office. 
Pit toilets are convenient to all recreational areas. 





Trails: Self-interpreting nature trails cover 3 miles 
around the campgrounds. Wildflowers and song- 
Birds are abundant near the trails. 


Camping: On the north end of the lake, gravel 
pads accommodate tent or trailer campers. Elec- 
tricity and a sanitary dumping station are avail- 
able for trailers, along with tent camp sites near 
this area. 


A group camping area is also available in the 
wilderness area near the service building. Groups 
of over 25 persons must have advance permission 
to enter the park. All campers must obtain a per- 
mit at the camp registration building before en- 
tering the campground. 


Fishing: The lake has 120 miles of shoreline with 
16-foot average depth, although there are drop- 
offs up to 40 feet. Designated as a State Fish 
Preserve in 1972, it is unlawful to use trotlines, 
jug-fishing or other commercial fishing devices 
for taking fish or turtles from the lake; but the 
fisherman will find good fishing for largemouth 
bass, bluegill, crappie, channel and flathead cat- 
fish, bullhead and carp. 

Boating: A 2-slip launching ramp and dock are on 
both the lake’s east and west sides. Motors of 
10 horsepower or less are allowed. Sailboats are 
prohibited. 


Admittance will not be granted groups of 25 or 
more persons to any state park or conservation 
area unless permission from the park ranger has 
been secured to use the facilities. It is also re- 
quired that groups of minors have adequate 
supervision and that at least one responsible adult 
accompany each group not exceeding 15 minors. 
All pets must be on a leash. 


Numerous state parks and memorials are within 
easy access of every part of the state. Lodges, 
cabins and dining rooms are important features 
of Illinois Beach, Starved Rock, Pere Marquette, 
White Pines Forest and Giant City. Reservations 
for lodging should be made with lodge managers. 


All state parks are open the year round. When 
weather conditions necessitate the closing of 
park roads during freezing and thawing periods, 
access to park facilities is by foot only. 


For more details, contact Ranger, R. R. #1, 
Rochester, lil. 62563, phone 217/637-9208. For 
information on other Illinois sites, write the De- 
partment of Conservation, Information/Education 
Division, State Office Building, Springfield, 
62706. 
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